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DOCUMENT INTRODUCTION

PROJECT OVERVIEW

The Tidapa Greenway Project links Mt Annan Botanic Gardens to the Western Sydney Aerotropolis, via old Camden 
Town Centre. It has significant heritage potential, connecting 15 historic homesteads along a safe and dedicated 
cycle path, whilst providing opportunities for Aboriginal communities to share their stories that at present, are not 
widely known. Within the project site boundary, located adjacent to Oran Park, the Tidapa Greenway Project would 
provide a key public link along this Greenway, within an area of private property otherwise inaccessible to the 
public.

DOCUMENT INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this document is to provide a high-level assessment of the broader Greenway strategy and Tidapa 
masterplan, and to recognise further potentials and realignments to the composition of each.

A study of relevant background planning documents was used to synthesise and inform a set of key principles 
that relate to the open space, biodiversity, urban growth and infrastructure targets of the Western City District and 
local areas. This information was used as a foundation for assessing the existing regional conditions through GIS 
mapping, taking into account a broad range of layers from environmental systems to urban planning and future 
growth.

From here, a strategic concept for the Greenway was established, recognising four regional features to ‘anchor’ 
the Greenway geographically, whilst providing destinations to the north, east, south and west of the project site 
itself. This led to further analysis down to the scale of the site and masterplan, with considerations for the width 
of the Greenway through the site, environmental factors such as water and creek rehabilitation, and a variety of 
programs and character areas that can be created. 

Outcomes from the masterplan assessment led to the implementation of ‘nodes’ positioned at the intersection of 
green linkages as points for strategic placement of various amenities and programs, along with realignments to 
the shape of the Greenway to benefit the allocation of widths and open space area.
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WESTERN CITY DISTRICT PLAN
Greater Sydney Commission, 2018

• Infrastructure and Collaboration

• Increased use of public resources such as open space and community facilities, as a potential 
indicator for growth throughout Greater Sydney.

• Liveability

• Designing places for people, potential indicator: increased access to open space

• Productivity

• Developing a more accessible and walkable city

• Establishing the land use and transport structure to deliver a liveable, productive and sustainable 
Western Parkland City

• Increase percentage of dwellings located within 30 minutes by public transport of a strategic centre

• Sustainability

• An integrated approach to green infrastructure – waterways, bushland, the urban tree canopy and 
open spaces – will improve sustainability and amenity as the District changes.

• Valuing green spaces and landscape, protecting and enhancing bushland and biodiversity

• Protecting and enhancing scenic and cultural landscapes

• Using resources wisely - reduced transport related greenhouse gas emissions

Western City District, Urban Area South. Source: Greater Sydney Commission

TIDAPATIDAPA

The Western City District Plan forms part of ‘A Metropolis Of Three Cities’ - a 40-year vision for Greater Sydney to 
manage social, economic and environmental matters, integrating land-use, transport and infrastructure planning 
between the three tiers of government and across State agencies.

The plans aim to deliver a framework across five districts for integrated planning, where jobs, education and health 
facilities, services and great places are all within 30 minutes from where most people live.

KEY TAKEOUTS:
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GREATER SYDNEY GREEN GRID - SOUTH WEST DISTRICT
The Office of the Government Architect and Tyrrell Studio, 2017

• The District is characterised by two distinct landscape types, fertile clay soils of the low-lying Cumberland Plain and the 
escarpments of Hawkesbury Sandstone. Both landscapes contain diverse natural and cultural heritage including agriculture, 
early colonial history, rural villages and natural bushland.

• South West Growth Centre will accommodate a large portion of the new dwellings in the district and allow other land use values 
to be balanced with urban development. Increased population densities associated with proposed urban renewal areas will place 
pressure on existing open space. 

• Greater open space quality, quantity and connections within these areas has the potential to improve the quality of life for 
communities and residents beyond the boundaries of any proposed development.

• The South West Growth Centre has potential to provide a good distribution of open space and a public domain linked with the 
underlying topography. Particular importance is the provision of open space within areas not prone to flooding to ensure equity 
of access to open space

• Greater Sydney Green Grid Aims:

• Increased access to open space - connect people with key regional open space and promote the districts open space 
assets by creating better connections with major centres, new transport infrastructure and areas of urban renewal.

• Promote healthy and active living - create a liveable green network of high quality active transport links connecting key 
destinations, cultural facilities, recreation opportunities and heritage items.

• Create new high quality public realm - establish a vibrant, pedestrian friendly public realm at key centres, transport 
interchanges and urban renewal areas, with places for gathering and good connections to open space.
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Figure SW.14: South West Green 
Grid Project Opportunities Detail

PROJECT OPPORTUNITY DOMINANT GRID LAYER

1. Georges River and Chipping Norton Lakes HYDROLOGICAL

2. Prospect Creek and Reservoir Parklands HYDROLOGICAL

3. Five Fairfield Creeks   HYDROLOGICAL

4. Glenfield to Macarthur Rail Corridor TRANSPORT

5. Liverpool CBD Green Street Links RECREATIONAL

6. South West Priority Growth Area Streets RECREATIONAL

7. The Hawkesbury-Nepean River  RECREATIONAL

8. Western Sydney Parklands and Eastern Ck ECOLOGICAL

9. South Creek Corridor   HYDROLOGICAL

10. The Northern Road Green Boulevarde TRANSPORT

11. Elizabeth Dr Green Boulevarde  TRANSPORT

12. South West Rail Link Extension  TRANSPORT

13. Kemps Creek and Nature Reserve ECOLOGICAL

14. Transmission Easement Lines: Thirlmere UTILITIES

15. The Scenic Hills   RURAL

16. Camden Park and Menangle Park RURAL

17. Bunbury Curran Ck and Bow Bowing Ck HYDROLOGICAL

18. Smiths Creek and Nature Reserve HYDROLOGICAL

19. Aust. Botanic Gardens Mount Annan RECREATIONAL

20. Hume Highway Motorway Corridor  TRANSPORT

21. Southern Dams   HYDROLOGICAL

22. Rural Dam Trails   RECREATIONAL

23. Bargo River and Nepean River Gorges HYDROLOGICAL

24. Lake Burragorang, Warragamba Dam HYDROLOGICAL

25. Yerranderie Town and Regional Pk RECREATIONAL

26. Rural Area Agricultural Landscape RURAL

27. Razorback Ridge and Hilltop Vistas ECOLOGICAL

28. Rural Town Character Preservation RURAL

29. Thirlmere Lakes and National Park ECOLOGICAL

30. Former Mine Site Transformations ECOLOGICAL

31. South Western Creeks: Badgerys Ck HYDROLOGICAL

32. The Upper Canal   UTILITIES

33. Warragamba Pipeline   UTILITIES

34. Heritage Trail Network   RECREATIONAL

35. Burragorang and Nattai National Park RECREATIONAL

36. Cobbitty Hills Rural Area  RURAL

37. Southern Highlands Rail Corridors TRANSPORT

38. Nepean Gorges Crossings  TRANSPORT

39. Burragorang Road Corridor  TRANSPORT

40. Rileys Creek, Leppington  HYDROLOGICAL

41. Nepean Creeks: Surveyors Ck et-al. HYDROLOGICAL

42. Myrtle Creek and Open Space Corridor ECOLOGICAL

43. Campbelltown CBD Green Links RECREATIONAL

44. East Edge Scenic Protection Lands RECREATIONAL

45. Nepean River Hills and Cobbitty Hills RURAL

46. Theresa Park Creeks: Eagle Creek et-al. HYDROLOGICAL

47. Gabun Gujaaja Reserve Corridor ECOLOGICAL

48. Picton Botanic Gardens and Creeks RECREATIONAL

49. Matthews Creek, Thirlmere  HYDROLOGICAL

50. Kayess Park Open Space Corridor RECREATIONAL

51. Ropes Creek Corridor   HYDROLOGICAL

52. Remembrance Drive   TRANSPORT

53. M12 Motorway Green Boulevarde TRANSPORT
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Green Grid Project Opportunities: South West District. 
Source: Tyrrell Studio, 2017

TIDAPATIDAPA

KEY TAKEOUTS:

The Greater Sydney Green Grid considers the hydrological, recreational and ecological fragments of Greater Sydney in a cohesive green 
infrastructure network across six districts - one of which being the South West District that includes both Camden and Liverpool LGAs. 
Each district is analysed for its spatial qualities, open space, waterways, its context and key natural features, informing a series of 
strategic opportunity corridors and linkages.
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SOUTH WEST GROWTH AREA
NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment, 2020 (Ongoing)

South West Sydney Map. Source: GLN Planning

• Working to better connect new suburbs with the planned Western Sydney Airport at Badgerys 
Creek and the broader Western Sydney Employment Area. 

• The Western Sydney Employment Area provides businesses in the region with land for industry 
and employment, providing people living in Western Sydney the chance to work locally and spend 
less time commuting and more time with their families

• Precincts include Oran Park, Turner Road, East Leppington, Austral and Leppington North, 
Edmondson Park, Catherine Field and South Creek West.

• The Department worked closely with Camden Council, stakeholders and the community to take 
a coordinated approach to planning for new homes and essential infrastructure, to help meet 
community needs in Oran Park.

• The new revitalised community at Oran Park will benefit from up to 7,540 new homes and the 
delivery of local amenities close to transport options, including:

•     New schools

•     148 hectares of open space

•     12 playgrounds, local parks and recreation areas

•     around 18 hectares of employment land, including a town centre

•     improved connections to encourage walking and cycling.

TIDAPA

KEY TAKEOUTS:

The South West Growth Area is a current and ongoing investigation for introducing better connectivity, 
jobs and homes around the Western Sydney Airport through a range of precincts including Oran Park. As 
a new approach to precinct planning in NSW, the Department of Planning, councils, State agencies and 
communities will work together in the development of places and planning frameworks within the South West 
growth area.
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KEY PRINCIPLES TO INFORM THE GREENWAY

Environment & 
Sustainability

Infrastructure to 
Support Growth

Liveability & 
Wellbeing

Enhanced 
Connectivity

• Flexible point-to-point mobility for short 
trips

• Promote open space assets by creating 
better connections with major centres, 
new transport infrastructure and areas 
of urban renewal.

• Protect and enhance bushland, 
biodiversity, scenic and cultural 
landscapes

• Using resources wisely - reduced 
transport related greenhouse gas 
emissions

• Places designed for people

• Increased access to open space and 
recreational facilities

• walking and cycling infrastructure, 
parks and open space to support 
health benefits

• Establish a vibrant, pedestrian friendly 
public realm, with places for gathering 
and good connections to open space.

• Working to better connect new suburbs 
with Western Sydney Airport and the 
broader Western Sydney Employment 
Area

• An integrated approach to green 
infrastructure to improve sustainability 
and amenity as the district changes 
and grows

• Supporting open space targets for 
Oran Park community revitalisation and 
future growth.
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STRATEGIC ASSESSMENT
Environmental Considerations 
and BioMap Corridors

• The Tidapa Greenway Project intersects with several 

BioMap regional corridors.

• Two significant vegetation and habitat clusters are 

located immediately north west, and to the south 

of the site, with high biodiversity and fauna records 

particularly in the southern area.

• The site is clear from any flood potential, placing it 

as an important area for the provision of open space, 

as stated within the Sydney Green Grid South West 

document.

Tidapa Site
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Local Centres, Planned Growth Areas 
and Transportation

• Existing cycle network is expanded and enhanced 

through the Greenway, providing a continuous active 

transport connection to Western Sydney Aerotropolis in 

Liverpool.

• A number of local schools fall within the proximity of 

the Greenway to benefit from cycleway connectivity

• Western Sydney Airport (WSA) to the north will 

bring opportunities for national and international 

connections, as well as “thousands of jobs and 

opportunities for local businesses will be created” 

(NSW Dep. of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 

Development and Communications).

STRATEGIC ASSESSMENT

Tidapa Site
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Heritage and Public Open Space

• A number of additional heritage sites as recognised 

within the state Environmental Planning Instrument 

(EPI) are located within the proximity of the 

Greenway and side trips.

• LEP zoning indicates a need for additional public 

open space and recreation for Oran Park and 

surrounding suburbs in order to support future 

growth under South West Growth District aims.

Heritage Item numbers relate to table in Appendix

STRATEGIC ASSESSMENT

Tidapa Site
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Strategic Concept

• Four local and regional features anchor the site to the north, 

east, south and west.

• An additional side trip establishes a linkage between Oran 

Park, a significant area of future population growth, with the 

regional BioMap corridor to the west, reinforcing the transition 

of urban to nature laterally through the site.

• This side trip will unlock the Greenway and open space within 

the project site to future populations within the South West 

Growth Area

• The proposed town centre is sited at the crossroads of these 

north-south and east-west connections

• Each anchor has a unique character and contribution to 

liveability, connectivity, culture and environment.

STRATEGIC ASSESSMENT

CAMDEN CENTRE
Heritage

ORAN PARK
Population Growth

VEGETATION & BIOMAP AREA
Nature

WESTERN SYDNEY AIRPORT
National & International 

Connectivity
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Regional Opportunities

01 Western Sydney International Airport 

Establishes a northern anchor and destination for the 

Greenway, servicing the future airport with a regional 

cycleway connection and linkage to both Oran Park and 

Camden Town Centre. Furthermore, the Greenway will 

increase the accessibility for new businesses and jobs at and 

around the airport.

02 Alignment with Liverpool Green Grid

Realignment of the Greenway to integrate into the Liverpool 

Green Grid structure, and connect to WSA

03 Nature Anchor

A significant extent of native vegetation forming an anchor to 

the west of the site.

04 Oran Park Anchor

Part of the South West Growth Area, with community 

revitalisation plans set to introduce 7,540 new dwellings.

05 Transitional Side Trip

Introducing a lateral connection and transition between Oran 

Park and the Tidapa Greenway Project, through to nature. 

Connecting Oran Park directly into the Greenway will enable 

access to quality open space for a growing population.

06 Camden Town Centre Anchor

Southern anchor point providing significant historical value 

and numerous destinations.

07 Tidapa at the Centre

At the intersection between all four anchors, the project site 

is well positioned to provide regional destinations and through 

connectivity for the broader Greenway.

02

03

07 05
04

06

01

STRATEGIC ASSESSMENT
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03

04

HIGH LEVEL GREENWAY INTEGRATION IN DEVELOPMENT
Local Opportunities

• Connectivity nodes established at the 

intersection between the Greenway and 

various side trips provide a framework for 

locating public amenities and open space 

destinations.

• The path and direction of the Greenway 

heading north of the site has been optimised 

for better grading and an easier cycleway 

experience.

• The additional side-trip to link Oran Park to 

the Greenway and project site are shown, 

which follows an existing creekline through 

the adjacent heritage curtilage.

01

02

Primary Node

Connecting Paths/Trails

Greenway Realignment

BioMap Regional Corridors

Heritage Item

Secondary Node

Supplementary Node
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Low Density Residential

Linear Park

Active Open Space 

Indicative Water Bodies

Site Area

Riparian Corridor

Ecological Constraints

High Points

Ridges

Access Point

Legend

Village Hub

400 m Walkability Radius

M9

Collector Road

Local Streets

Vegetation Communities

Local Park

Open Space Nodes

Potential pedestrian and cycle 
connections

Larger Lot Residential

MM99

drawing number
revisionJS 

date  

drawn 

FOR BY

O'GRADYTIDAPA
16/06/2020

2

STRUCTURE PLANCONSTRAINTS MAPPING &
DRAFT STRUCTURE PLAN

05

REV. DESCRIPTION DATE
2 Structure Plan 15/04/2020

Sydney Park Water Re-Use Project

01 Town Centre

03 Dam

02 Chain of Ponds

04 Forest Trails

01

02

03

04

Character Areas

HIGH LEVEL GREENWAY INTEGRATION IN DEVELOPMENT

Creek rehabilitation for biodiversity enhancement and connectivity with 

opportunities to integrate with existing dams and rural character open spaces 

for recreation adjacent water-bodies.

Connections to the Greenway offering a more intimate experience through 

nature and remnant forest.

Creating a dramatic public open space opportunity through the possible 

activation of adjacent dam.

Located at the cross-roads of the north-west and east-west connections, 

introducing a more formalised parkland setting with public amenities, recreation 

and play spaces.
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Sydney Park Water Re-Use Project Woodland Walk, The Australian Botanic Gardens



E4   Environmental Living

Legend

RE1  Public Recreation

R5   Large Lot Residential

R2   Low Density Residential

E2   Environmental Consevation

B2  Local Centre

drawing number
revisionJS 
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drawn 
scale
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ZONING PLANCONSTRAINTS MAPPING &
DRAFT STRUCTURE PLAN
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REV. DESCRIPTION DATE
1 Constraint mapping phase 1 03/19/2020
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90m

55m

Greenway Width Provisions

30m

300m

HIGH LEVEL GREENWAY INTEGRATION IN DEVELOPMENT

• Greenway widths at some points become too 

narrow, particularly at pinch-points caused by 

the shape of the boundary.

• 30m is an adequate width, but greater variation 

is encouraged along continuous sections to 

break up programs and activities.

• A redistribution of open space from the one 

single large area, to many smaller open space 

programs along the Greenway would allow for 

greater diversity and variety.
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Greenway Realignment

HIGH LEVEL GREENWAY INTEGRATION IN DEVELOPMENT

400m Diameter

Greenway follows creekline
through adjacent site

~7.8ha ~8.6ha

CURRENT REALIGNED
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50m
30m

30m

30m

30m

65m

30m

60m

300m



Greenway Realignment

HIGH LEVEL GREENWAY INTEGRATION IN DEVELOPMENT
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Precedent Imagery

HIGH LEVEL GREENWAY INTEGRATION IN DEVELOPMENT
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Lea Valley Bridge, London Smaller Scale Cycle and Play Opportunities

Tujunga Wash Greenway Restoration, Los Angeles, CA

Sydney Water Park Re-Use Project

Ballona Discovery Park Windsor St, Oxigen
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Cooks River Greenway, McGregor Coxall





APPENDIX
Heritage Catalogue correlating to ‘Heritage and Public Open Space’ mapping.
Source: Environmental Planning Instrument


